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• Background, ABioSA project activities, issues 

• Importance of sector development plans 

• Key elements 

• Objectives of workshop (expected outcomes) 

 

Content 



Inception phase: value chain selection process – marula fruit 
products including oil, UNIDO GQSP project 2 clusters 
 
Component 1.1 Market access: Cosmetics, Foods 
 
Component 1.2 IPLCs: aTK issues, assert role in value chain 
 
Component 1.3 Support to SMEs (including SMMEs, Coops), 
and BSOs, technical assistance and capacity building 
 
Component 2 Financial assistance, grants, 2nd phase: 
Innovation, growth, new markets 
 
Component 3 Policy dialogue, enabling environment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ABioSA project and the marula sector 



1.1 Market access 

Food ingredients: 

 

 

 

Cosmetic ingredients: 

Market access 1.1 



Multiple SMEs and Coops in marula value chains applied for technical 
assistance and financial assistance 
 
Capacity of supply of marula large, but potentially exaggerated by producers 
(biological capacity, socio-economic supply issues, commercial realities) 
 
Some scientific studies, differing methodologies  
 
How will commercialisation affect biodiversity conservation? 
 
Need for “plantations”? 
 
Impact of plantations? Jobs? 
 
Industry asks: 
• How much can you produce? 
• Is it sustainable? 
 
Funders ask: 
• Does it create jobs? 
• Does it conserve biodiversity? 
 

 

 

Some issues arising in support to marula SMEs 



Role of board/council in success of Rooibos 

SA Macadamia Growers’ Association 

SA Olive Oil Sector Development Plan, 2013 

 

 

Importance of a Sector Development Plan 



• Sustainable supply, sustainable biodiversity impacts, conservation, 
capacity of supply and role and impact of domestication and cultivation; 

 
• Current and potential markets, industry and consumer trends; 
  
• Traditional knowledge and Access and Benefit-sharing; 
  
• Science, technology and product and manufacturing innovation; 
  
• Quality, standards, certifications; 
  
• Market access and non-tariff measures, compliance in local, regional and 

global markets; 
  
• SME development along the value chain, including access to funding and 

finance; and 
  
• Sector organisation, promotion and communication. 
 

Marula sector development plan, key elements 



• Exchange ideas, gather data/information to reach a common 

understanding on the current status of the sustainability of 

supply of marula, and initiate the establishment of baseline 

information;  

• Identification of additional key stakeholders relevant to 

marula sustainability plan, and to a marula sector 

development plan 

• Exchange ideas on the methodologies of resource 

assessments with the view to future coherence in developing 

accurate assessments and plans;  

• Discuss and propose ideas towards a regional marula sector 

development plan; 

• Agree next steps 

Objectives of the workshop 



Thank you 



     Marula traditional uses  
Many uses across all ethnic 
groups where the resource 
occurs, truly a “transboundary” 
TK and IKS example 

These include the fruit for 
food and beverages, and the 
kernel as a food and 
condiment, and the oils from 
the kernel as an emollient  

Bark and roots include: 
“hypertension” and 
diabetes mellitus” as well 
as “anti-inflammatory 
conditions” (Ojewole, 
2003) and “type 2 
diabetes mellitus” 
(Ojewole, 2004)  



 

 

 

Marula fruit chemistry 
and health 



 

 

 

Marula fruit chemistry 
and health 

Convincing array of publications  
supporting a health positioning 
around the metabolic syndrome. 
Molecules and compounds such 
as phenols, polyphenols, 
catechins, epigallcatechins, 
flavonodis, seem to be 
responsible  

This is supported by a 
body of grey and 
confidential literature 



 

 

 

Marula fruit chemistry and health 

It may be possible 
to position marula 
fruit products as 
“high in Kalium” / 
“high in Potassium”  



 

 

 

Marula fruit – 
relevant patent 
• EP: Withdrawn with 

legal effect as of April 
2017, no divisionals 

• US: Granted, claims 
limited to treatment of 
atherosclerosis, no 
divisionals 

• IL: Granted 
• RSA: Granted as filed 

with PCT 

Option 1: Proceed, and if challenged by 
applicant we point out invalidity of claims, 
and possibly ABS issues too; they may seek 
to license, but they’re in a weak position 
Option 2: Challenge in court – but expensive 
Option 3: To discuss… 



Marula fruit and potential 
consumer health targets  


