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     Marula traditional uses  
Many uses across all ethnic 
groups where the resource 
occurs, truly a “transboundary” 
TK and IKS example 

These include the fruit for 
food and beverages, and the 
kernel as a food and 
condiment, and the oils from 
the kernel as an emollient  

Bark and roots include: 
“hypertension” and 
diabetes mellitus” as well 
as “anti-inflammatory 
conditions” (Ojewole, 
2003) and “type 2 
diabetes mellitus” 
(Ojewole, 2004)  



 

 

 

Marula fruit chemistry 
and health 



 

 

 

Marula fruit chemistry 
and health 

Convincing array of publications  
supporting a health positioning 
around the metabolic syndrome. 
Molecules and compounds such 
as phenols, polyphenols, 
catechins, epigallcatechins, 
flavonodis, seem to be 
responsible  

This is supported by a 
body of grey and 
confidential literature 



 

 

 

Marula fruit chemistry and health 

It may be possible 
to position marula 
fruit products as 
“high in Kalium” / 
“high in Potassium”  



 

 

 

Marula fruit – 
relevant patent 
• EP: Withdrawn with 

legal effect as of April 
2017, no divisionals 

• US: Granted, claims 
limited to treatment of 
atherosclerosis, no 
divisionals 

• IL: Granted 
• RSA: Granted as filed 

with PCT 

Option 1: Proceed, and if challenged by 
applicant we point out invalidity of claims, 
and possibly ABS issues too; they may seek 
to license, but they’re in a weak position 
Option 2: Challenge in court – but expensive 
Option 3: To discuss… 



Marula fruit and potential 
consumer health targets  



 

 

 

Aloe ferox – market access regulatory 
issues 

Aloe ferox: An initial market access and 
safety review, February 2014, PhytoTrade 
Africa, found numerous contradictory 
and uncertain positions for many product 
categories and territories. Usually the 
market access dossiers held by clients, 
not by producers in South Africa. 

This means a whole category of 
products containing Aloe ferox could 
fall away – specialised advice 
required; project may need to focus 
of topical applications. 



     Aloe ferox – patent review  
Not a definitive “freedom to 
operate” report as that 
requires a high level of 
engagement with sector, and 
time/resources as there are 
many patents – more than 
6,000 documents 

Search terms = Aloe, Aloe 
ferox, aloin and aloesin 

Results : Aloe = 6,000 
Aloe ferox = 42 
Aloesin = 36, 7 families 
Aloin = 117, 1 family 

Many in Asia – skin 
lightening, numerous 
expired or dropped, worth 
looking at successful 
“Carrington family” 



Recommendation on value chain selection 
 Based on reports presented in July and September: Project should now more 

towards requiring SMEs and/or their support organisations to convince project 
management that the fundamentals of their respective value chains they work in 
are operable, and for the project to focus on identifying those SMEs and support 
organisations with credible business propositions. This approach allows for other 
value chains and species to be included if there are credible business cases 
presented to the project by industry. 

Marula – yes – momentum with 
other institutions - candidate 
for Component 1.1 – weakness 
= no trade association, time to 
impact? 

Aloe ferox – yes – pay attention to 
regulatory risk reference EFSA – good fit 
with GEF6/UNDP project 

Essential oil cluster – yes – 
good fit with UNIDO project 

Seed oil cluster – yes – good fit with UNIDO project, 
could add others like mafura at low additional cost? 

Consider: Baobab – growing 
market, dynamic support by 
African Baobab Alliance 

Consider: Moringa – MDASA, growing market, 
diversification / domestication prospects 

Consider: Myrothamnus 
– SME support, growing 
market for herbal teas 

Honeybush tea: 
Market, SAHTA, 
HCP, Grounded 



Thank you 


