
1

Organized by the CGIAR Genebank Platform,  
in coordination with ICARDA

27-30 November 2017,  
ICARDA, Rabat, Morocco.

Workshop to strengthen the capacity 
of scientists from CGIAR Centres and 
NARS to deal with genetic resources 
policy issues



Bioversity International is a global research-for-development organization. We have a vision – that 

agricultural biodiversity nourishes people and sustains the planet.

We deliver scientific evidence, management practices and policy options to use and safeguard agricultural and 

tree biodiversity to attain sustainable global food and nutrition security. We work with partners in low-income 

countries in different regions where agricultural and tree biodiversity can contribute to improved nutrition, 

resilience, productivity and climate change adaptation.

Bioversity International is a CGIAR Research Centre. CGIAR is a global research partnership for a food-secure 

future.

www.bioversityinternational.org

To be cited as:  
Genebank Platform. 2018. ‘Workshop to strengthen the capacity of scientists from CGIAR Centres 
and NARS to deal with genetic resources policy issues’, Bioversity International, Rome.

© Bioversity International 2018

Cover photo: 
Social dinner. 
Credit: CIP/S. Guvener

Photo collage: 
Workshop participants and Rabat. 
Credit: Bioversity International/I.L.Noriega, M.Halewood

Bioversity International Headquarters 
Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a 
00054 Maccarese (Fiumicino) 
Italy 
Tel. (+39) 06 61181 
Fax. (+39) 06 6118402 
bioversity@cgiar.org

www.bioversityinternational.org

Design and Layout: Luca Pierotti

ISBN: 978-92-9255-107-0

www.bioversityinternational.org
www.bioversityinternational.org


3

The CGIAR Genebank Platform Policy Module, 
in coordination with the International Center for 
Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA), 
organized the ‘Workshop to strengthen the capacity 
of scientists from CGIAR Centres and National 
Agricultural Research Systems (NARS) to deal with 
genetic resources policy issues’. The workshop was 
held from the 27-30 November 2017, at the ICARDA 
campus, in Rabat, Morocco.

The workshop brought together 23 staff members 
from 5 CGIAR Centres (including Genebank 
managers and technical staff, plant breeders, 
information technology, intellectual property, and 
genetic resources policy specialists), 13 representatives 
of national agricultural research organizations in Nigeria, 
Senegal, Cote D’Ivoire, Morocco, Burkina Faso, Benin, 
Cameroon and Tunisia (some of whom were also 

ITPGRFA National Focal Points), and representatives 
of the Secretariats of International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and the ABS 
Capacity Development Initiative. The workshop was 
conducted in French. Simultaneous translation into 
English was available for those who needed it.  

Objectives

The workshop was designed to increase 
participants’ understanding of how international laws 
promoting the conservation and sustainable use of 
genetic resources and benefit-sharing can apply to 
the day-to-day management of genebanks, plant 
breeding programs and other forms of agricultural 
research and development. Given the direct 
relevance of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
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Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) 
to these activities, the workshop focussed on 
boosting participants’ capacity and confidence to 
proactively engage in the ITPGRFA’s multilateral 
system of access and benefit-sharing, and to 
use the Standard Material Transfer Agreement 
(SMTA) as both providers and recipients of genetic 
resources and related information. Because it 
is also true that national laws implementing the 
Nagoya Protocol may govern some activities of 
genebanks and breeding programs, the workshop 
sought to increase participants’ appreciation of 
how to comply with Nagoya Protocol, and when 
the ITPGRFA or the Nagoya Protocol applies in 
different situations.  Another, related objective of 
the workshop was to promote mutually supportive 
implementation of the ITPGRFA and the Nagoya 
Protocol at national levels, in ways that provide 
much needed policy support for genebankers, 
breeders, farmers and agricultural research and 
development more generally. Where relevant, 
the workshop sought to clarify the differences in 
how the ITPGRFA and Nagoya Protocol apply 
to CGIAR Centres, national agricultural research 
organizations, farmers and companies.

Setting the scene

The first session of the workshop was dedicated to 
building-up participants’ common understanding of 
a range of ‘baseline’ issues, including the rational 
for the development of the ITPGRFA and Nagoya 
Protocol, and their current state of implementation. 
This session also provided an overview, in very 
general terms, of how the ITPGRFA and Nagoya 
Protocol apply to the work of national agricultural 
research organizations and CGIAR Centres as they 
conserve crop, forage and tree genetic resources, 
and engage in plant breeding and other forms of 
agricultural research and development. Information 
was shared about the ongoing discussions for 
the reform of the ITPGRFA’s multilateral system 
of access and benefit-sharing. There were 
presentations from representatives of the Secretariat 
of the ITPGRFA and the CBD, and National 
ITPGRFA Focal Points from Benin and Morocco.
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Implications for daily operations

The second, third and fourth sessions of the 
workshop focused in more detail on how the 
ITPGRFA, Nagoya Protocol and related national 
laws can support or create challenges for the 
daily operations of genebanks, plant breeders, 
and researchers in CGIAR Centres and national 
agricultural research programs. These sessions 
also considered the complementarity and 
interplay of access and benefit-sharing laws 
with the CGIAR’s own Guiding Principles for the 
Management of Intellectual Assets, and with 
the standard operating procedures that CGIAR 
Centres’ genebanks are developing as part of their 
Quality Management Systems. In this context the 
workshop focused considerable attention on how 
CGIAR Centres and national organizations transfer 
and receive so-called Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture under Development.  

Each of these three sessions started with 
presentations by genebank managers, plant 
breeders and/or research managers about how 
their work was being impacted by relevant laws 
and policies. They also identified situations 
where they were uncertain how the laws applied, 
and how to make practical decisions.  These 
presentations were followed by lively question and 
answer sessions wherein participants compared 
experiences, raised more questions, and worked 
toward common understandings of outstanding 
issues. 

The participants were divided into small groups 
to work through pre-scripted scenarios. The 
scenarios were designed to ‘tease out’ practical 
ways to address uncertainties about how the 
ITPGRFA and Nagoya Protocol could apply to 
genebanks, breeders, and farmers when the 
access, use or transfer plant genetic resources 
for food and agriculture.  The participants 
compared and discussed the results of their small 
group analysis results.  Expert resource persons 
provided guidance where the small groups raised 
unanswered questions.

Downstream management of 
intellectual property

The fifth session of the workshop was dedicated to 
looking at the interplay of ABS laws, and national 
intellectual property and seed laws and the CGIAR 
IA Principles when national research organizations 
use improved lines received from CGIAR Centres 
for the development and release of new cultivars.

Farmers’ rights

The final session focused on how the work of 
national agricultural research organizations and 
CGIAR Centres can promote farmers’ rights as 
articulated in Article 9 of ITPGRFA.  

Throughout the course of the workshop, 
the resource persons introduced published 
background materials, decision-making tools and 
fact sheets in French that the participants could 
use in the future when faced with similar sorts of 
‘real life’ scenarios in their daily work. 

It was really useful to have this 
workshop in French. Most of 
the CGIAR meetings about the 
genebanks and genetic resources 
policy are in English, so lots of us 
who are not English mother tongue 
don’t ever fully understand all of the 
concepts. This is the first time in 
years I really have full clarity about 
many of these policy issues. 

Amy Bodian, Institut Sénégalais de Recherches  

Agricoles-Ceraas/Coraf, Thiès (Senegal)



6

A lot of time we do our jobs without 
fully understanding the international 
policy framework. I have a much 
better understanding about those 
laws and policies now, and am 
confident I will be able to direct 
our operations in future to be in 
compliance and advance the goals 
of those agreements in ways that 
also support our mission. 

Fatimata Bachabi, AfricaRice, Cotonou (Bénin)

I wish that in the coming years, we 
will have a website we can go to 
that includes all possible scenarios 
addressed by experts. That would 
really help our decision making. 

Jilal Abderrazek, Institut National de la Recherche 

Agronomique, Rabat (Morocco)

Inspired by their experiences working together, the 
participants decided to form a network to share 
questions, experiences and resource materials over 
the years to come. 

Furthermore, the small groups’ answers to some 
of the practical exercises will be used to develop 
additional ‘scenarios’ to be included in future 
editions of Mutually supportive implementation 
of the Nagoya Protocol and the Plant Treaty: 
Scenarios for consideration by national focal 
points and other interested stakeholders that 
has been developed by Bioversity International, 
the ABS Capacity Development Initiative and the 
Secretariats of the ITPGRFA and the CBD. 

The workshop agenda, list of participants, 
scenarios addressed by small groups, and 
resource materials shared during the workshop are 
included in annexes to this report. 

This is one of a series of workshops organized by 
the Genebank Platform Policy Module for scientists 
and research managers from CGIAR Centres and 
national agricultural research and development 
organizations.

Photo: Amy Bodian (Ceraas/Coraf), Sanogo Diaminatou (Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles), Catherine Ky Dembele (ICRAF).  
Credit: Bioversity International/M. Halewood

It was a good opportunity for us, 
tree scientists from ICRAF and 
national research organizations, 
to understand how all the relevant 
laws and policies affect our 
daily work on tree resources 
conservation and distribution. 
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DAY 1: Monday, 27th November 2017 
8.30 Registration 

Opening 
9.00 Welcome and opening Dr. Ahmed Amri (ICARDA) 

Participants’ introductions and expectations All 

Objectives of the workshop. Program overview, adaptation, 
adoption 

Hugues Quenum 

9.40 Brief Introduction to the Genebank Platform and its modules Dr. Ahmed Amri 

10.00 Coffee break 

General introduction to International Policies affecting centres’ use of genetic resources and national 
experiences in implementing those policies 

11.30 Presentation of the result of the pre-workshop survey  Isabel Lopez Noriega (Bioversity International) 

 Presentation of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture. History and emerging 
issues (including digital sequence information). Tobias Kiene (Secretariat of the International Treaty)  

 A close look at the SMTA ( Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement)  

 Presentation of resource material (including Easy-SMTA) Tobias Kiene and Michael Halewood  

13.00 Lunch  

14.30 Presentation of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic 
Resources and Benefit-Sharing 

Kathryn Garforth (Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity) - online 

15.00 Implementing the ITPGRFA in Morocco; implementing the 
ITPGRFA and the Nagoya Protocol in Benin. 

Touissant Mikpon (Institut National des Recherches Agricoles 
du Bénin, INRAB) 

15.30 Coffee break  

16.00 Genetic resources policy quiz  

16.30 Presentation on Quality Management Systems: documenting 
and monitoring genebanks’ practices and policies. 

Janny Van Beem (Global Crop Diversity Trust) - online 

17.00 Summary and end of the session  

 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

Day 2: Tuesday, 28th November 2017 
Using and transferring genetic resources in compliance with applicable laws (and figuring out what to do 
when there are no laws) 

9.00 Introductory presentations on how genebanks and breeders 
distribute materials, to different users, for different 
purposes, and the policy challenges they encounter. 

Mariana Yazbek (ICARDA)  

9.30 Small groups work through exercises/scenarios that raise 
key issues related to the application of different 
international and national laws to uses and distribution of 
genetic resources and information. 

 

10.30 Coffee break  

11.00 Feedback from small groups, and discussion in plenary  

12.00 Presentation and discussion in plenary on the transfer of 
PGRFA under Development and the CGIAR Principles for the 
management of Intellectual Assets.  

Michael Halewood 
Selim Guvener (International Potato Centre, CIP) 

13.00 Lunch  

14.30 Small groups work through exercises/scenarios that raise 
key issues related to the transfer of PGRFA under 
development.  

 

15.30 Coffee break  

16.00 Small groups work (cont)  

17.00 Summary and end of the session  

 

Day 3: Wednesday, 29th November 2017: 
Acquiring genetic resources and information in compliance with international and national laws (and figuring 
out what to do when there are no laws) 

9.00 Introductory presentations on how users acquire materials 
and policy challenges they encounter 

Falalou Hamidou (ICRISAT-Niger) 

 Ensuring due diligence under the Nagoya Protocol Lena Fey (ABS Capacity Building Initiative) 

9.40 Genetic resources policy quiz  

10.15 Coffee break  

10.45 Small groups work through scenarios regarding the 
application of ABS laws to acquiring genetic materials and 
information.   

 

13.00 Lunch  

14.00 Visit to ICARDA genebank   

15.30 Coffee break  

16.00 Feedback from small groups and discussions in plenary.   

 

Day 4: Thursday, 30th November 2017 
Using and transferring genetic resources in compliance with applicable laws (and figuring out what to do 
when there are no laws) (cont.) 

9.00 Registration and release of new varieties Selim Guvener 

10.00 How to report acquisitions and transfers of genetic 
resources 

Marimagne Tchamba (IITA) 

10.30 Coffee break  

Links to farmers’ rights 
11.00 Introductory presentation on farmers’ rights and non-

monetary benefit-sharing  
Mario Marino (Secretariat of the International Treaty)  

11.45 Collecting experiences on farmers’ rights and non-monetary 
benefit-sharing 

 

13.00 Lunch  

 



  

 

 

Name Gender Institute Address Contact 

Hamidou Falalou M International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics (ICRISAT) Sahelian 
Centre 

BP 12404, Niamey,  
NIGER 

h.falalou@cgiar.org  

Achirou Falke Bacharou M ICRISAT Sahelian Centre BP 12404, Niamey, 
NIGER 

a.falke@icrisatne.ne  

Abdoulkarim Liman Souley M ICRISAT Sahelian Centre BP 12404, Niamey, 
NIGER 

a.liman@icrisatne.ne  

Nana Fassouma Maman F ICRISAT Sahelian Centre BP 12404, Niamey, 
NIGER 

n.maman@icrisatne.ne  

Issa Zakari Mahaman 
Mourtala 

M Institut National de Recherches 
Agronomiques du Niger/Centre 
Régional de Recherches 
Agronomiques (INRAN/CERRA 
Kollo) 

BP 60, Kollo, 
NIGER 

issazakarym@yahoo.fr  

Sanogo Diaminatou F Institut Sénégalais de 
Recherches Agricoles 

Rte des hydrocarbures, 
Dakar, 
SENEGAL 

sdiami@yahoo.fr 

Amy Bodian  F Centre d'Etudes Régional pour 
l'Amélioration de l'adaptation 
à la sécheresse/Conseil Ouest 
et Centre africain pour la 
Recherche et le 
Développement agricoles  
(Ceraas/Coraf)  

BP 3320, Thiès, 
SENEGAL 

miamybo@yahoo.fr 

Cheikh Alassane Fall  M Institut Sénégalais de 
Recherches Agricoles 

CNRA de Bambey, 
SENEGAL  

cheikhalassane.fall@gmail.com 

Mbodj Daouda  M Africa Rice Center (AfricaRice), 
Centre du Sahel 

Ndiaye, B.P. 96 
Saint-Louis, 
SENEGAL 

D.Mbodj@cgiar.org 

N'ZI Jean-Claude M World Agroforestry Centre 
(ICRAF) 

Soubre, Zone ANADER,  
IVORY COAST 

jcnzi2@yahoo.fr  

Selim Guvener M International Potato Center 
(CIP) 

Avenida La Molina 1895, La 
Molina 
 Apartado Postal 1558, Lima, 
PERU 

s.guvener@cgiar.org 

Mamourou Sidibe M ICRISAT BP 320, Bamako, 
MALI 

m.sidibe@icrisatml.org  

Catherine Ky Dembele F ICRAF BP E5118, Bamako, 
MALI 

C.Dembele@cgiar.org 

Ouedraogo Mahamadi M Institut de l'Environnement et 
de Recherches Agricoles/ 
Centre de Recherches 
Environnementales, Agricoles 
et de Formation 
(INERA/CREAF) 

Kamboinsé 01 BP 476, 
Ouagadougou, 
BURKINA FASO 

ouedmadim@yahoo.fr 

Batieno Teyoure Benoit 
Joseph 

M INERA Kamboinsé 01 BP 476, 
Ouagadougou, 
BURKINA FASO 

batieno52@gmail.com 

Soulama Sougalo  M INERA  Kamboinsé 01 BP 476, 
Ouagadougou, 
BURKINA FASO 

soulsoung@yahoo.fr  

Sado Thaddee M Institut de Recherche Agricole 
pour le Développement (IRAD) 

P.O. Box : 2067 / 2123 
Yaoundé, 
CAMEROON 

sado.thaddee@yahoo.com  

Tsobeng Alain Calice M ICRAF PO Box 16317 
Yaounde, 
CAMEROON 

A.Tsobeng@cgiar.org 
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Athanase Mukuralinda M ICRAF c/o NIRDA Research Centre  

PO Box 227 Huye District,  
Southern Province, 
RWANDA 

A.Mukuralinda@cgiar.org  

Dro Daniel Tia  M AfricaRice 01 BP 4161 Cotonou, 
BENIN 

D.Tia@cgiar.org 

Esther Delphine Makamte 
Pegalepo   

F AfricaRice 01 BP 4161 Cotonou, 
BENIN 

E.Pegalepo@cgiar.org 

Mikpon Toussaint M Centre de Recherches Agricoles 
Sud 

Niaouli BP 03 Attogon, 
BENIN 

owoyori@yahoo.fr  

Hountondji Agossa Yves M Centre de Recherches Agricoles 
Sud 

Niaouli BP 03 Attogon, 
BENIN 

houtyves@yahoo.fr  

Nicaise Hugues Quenum M Facilitateur/Complicateur BENIN comdou@yahoo.fr 

Fatimata Bachabi F AfricaRice 1 BP 2031 Cotonou, 
BENIN 

f.bachabi@cgiar.org  

Sedjro Bienvenu Kpeki M AfricaRice 1 BP 2031 Cotonou, 
BENIN 

b.kpeki@cgiar.org  

Agre Sourou Angelot Paterne M International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA) 

PMB 5320, Oyo Road, Ibadan  
200001, Oyo State, 
NIGERIA 

P.Agre@cgiar.org 

Tchamba Marimagne M IITA  PMB 5320, Oyo Road, Ibadan 
/200001, Oyo State, 
NIGERIA 

M.Tchamba@cgiar.org  

Azza Rhaiem F Banque Nationale de Gènes 
(BNG) 

Boulevard du Leader Yasser 
Arafat 
Charguia 1 
1080, Tunis, 
TUNISIA 

azza_rh@yahoo.fr  

Jilal Abderrazek M Institut National de la 
Recherche Agronomique 

25 Avenue Ennasr 
 BP 415 RP Rabat,  
MOROCCO 

abderrazek_2001@yahoo.fr 

Michael Halewood  M Bioversity International Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a 
00054 Maccarese 
(Fiumicino), 
ITALY 

m.halewood@cgiar.org 

Isabel Lopez Noriega  F Bioversity International Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a 
00054 Maccarese 
(Fiumicino), 
ITALY 

i.lopez@cgiar.org  

Lena Fey F Access and Benefit-sharing 
(ABS) Capacity Building 
Initiative of the GIZ 

Dag-Hammarskjöld-Weg 1-5, 
65760 Eschborn,  
GERMANY 

lena.fey@giz.de  

Kathryn Garforth F Secretariat of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity 

413 Rue Saint-Jacques #800, 
Montréal, QC H2Y 1N9, 
CANADA 

kathryn.garforth@cbd.int  

Tobias Kiene M Secretariat of the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (ITPGRFA) 

Viale delle Terme di 
Caracalla, 00153 Rome, 
ITALY 

tobias.kiene@fao.org  

Mario Marino M Secretariat of the ITPGRFA Viale delle Terme di 
Caracalla, 00153 Rome, 
ITALY 

mario.marino@fao.org 

Mariana Yazbek F International Center for 
Agricultural Research in the 
Dry Areas (ICARDA) 

Dalia Building 2nd Floor, 
Bashir El Kassar Street, 
Verdun, Beirut 1108-2010, 
LEBANON 

m.yazbek@cgiar.org 

Ahmed Amri M ICARDA Po Box 6299, 
10112, Rabat, 
MOROCCO 

a.amri@cgiar.org 

Athanasios Tsivelikas M ICARDA Po Box 6299, 
10112, Rabat, 
MOROCCO 

a.tsivelikas@cgiar.org  

Fawzy Mohamed Nawar M ICARDA Po Box 6299, 
10112, Rabat, 
MOROCCO 

f.nawar@cgiar.org 

Janny Van Beem F Global Crop Diversity Trust 2506 Walnut Knob Ct. 
 77345 Kingwood, Texas, 
UNITED STATES 

janny.vanbeem@croptrust.org  
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https://www.cgiar.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CGIAR-IA-Principles.pdf
https://cgspace.cgiar.org/bitstream/handle/10947/4487/Implementation%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20CGIAR%20IA%20Principles.pdf?sequence=1
https://cgspace.cgiar.org/bitstream/handle/10947/4487/Implementation%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20CGIAR%20IA%20Principles.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.fao.org/3/a-mu437e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-mu437e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-bs785e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-bs785e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4578e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-bu008e.pdf
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Decision_Halewood_2018.pdf
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/fileadmin/user_upload/research/research_portfolio/policies_for_crop/Mutually_supportive_implementation_scenarios.pdf
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/fileadmin/user_upload/research/research_portfolio/policies_for_crop/Mutually_supportive_implementation_scenarios.pdf


For further information about the workshop,  
or about published resource materials or 
possible future trainings, please contact:

Michael Halewood (m.halewood@cgiar.org) 
Isabel Lopez (I.lopez@cgiar.org)
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